
Appendix A

Definition of terms

Polling District

1.1 A polling district is a geographical area created by the sub-division of a UK Parliamentary 
constituency for the purposes of a UK Parliamentary election.

1.2 In England, each parish is to be a separate polling district and, in Wales, each community 
should be a separate polling district, unless there are special circumstances. This means that a 
parish or community must not be in a polling district which has a part of either a different parish 
or community within it, or any un-parished part of the local authority area within it, unless special 
circumstances apply. Those special circumstances could arise if, for example, the 
parish/community has only a small number of electors and it is not practicable for the 
parish/community to be its own polling district.

1.3 In Scotland, each electoral ward must be divided into two or more polling districts unless 
there are special circumstances.  Given the size of wards in Scotland, it is difficult to envisage 
what those special circumstances might be in practice.

1.4 When a parish or community is not a separate polling district or a Scottish electoral ward is 
not split into two or more polling districts, the special circumstances and the recommendation 
resulting from these should be clearly set in the review document for the council or relevant 
committee to consider.

Polling Place

1.5 A polling place is the building or area in which polling stations will be selected by the 
(Acting) Returning Officer. A polling place within a polling district must be designated so that 
polling stations are within easy reach of all electors from across the polling district.

1.6 We are aware that some authorities designate the entire polling district as the polling 
place. However, Section 18B(4)(e) of the RPA 1983 states that ‘the polling place must be small 
enough to indicate to electors in different parts of the district how they will be able to reach the 
polling station’.  We therefore consider that polling places should always be defined more 
specifically than simply the polling district - for example, by designating the name of the polling 
place (normally a particular building or area and its environs). 

Polling Station

1.7   A polling station is the room or area within the polling place where voting takes place. 
Unlike polling districts and polling places which are fixed by the local authority, polling stations 
are chosen by the relevant Returning Officer for the election.


